
The Dual Credit program within George 
Brown College has helped motivate 
many high school students to con-
tinue their education and success-
fully transition into College. Meghan 
O'Connell is one of many successful 
Dual Credit students. Meghan attended 
East York Collegiate in Toronto and 
took a dual credit course at George 
Brown entitled, Introduction to Psy-
chology. Meghan has since started her 
first year as a full-time student in the 
Child and Youth Worker program. One 
of Meghan's current professors, Lisa 
Peña-Sabanal, also taught her in the 
Dual-Credit program. Lisa had nothing 
but positive things to say when asked 
about Meghan, “Meghan was a student 
who demonstrated a commitment to 
her learning by simply agreeing to be 
part of the Dual Credit Program. She 
invested in herself by consistently being 
present & ensuring that all course ex-
pectations were completed with a high 
degree of accuracy. I was confident that 
she would be able to transition into a 
full-time college student with ease due 
to her heightened awareness of general 
student expectations.”

Because Meghan achieved a final grade 
over 80% in her dual credit course, 
she was eligible to apply for and was 

awarded a $1000 dual credit bursary 
from the college. Both Meghan and Lisa 
stress the importance of applying for 
bursaries. “Post-secondary tuition fees, 
costs of course materials, transporta-
tion, etc. have increased significantly for 
students over the years & therefore it is 
critical for all students to learn how to 
investigate about what bursaries exist, 
who are eligible candidates & what the 
process entails,” says Lisa Peña-Sa-
banal, Professor, Child & Youth Worker 
Program, School of Social & Commu-
nity Services, George Brown College. 
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Dual Credit student Meghan O'Connell 
with professor Lisa Peña-Sabanal.
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DUAL CREDIT STUDENT FINDS OUT IT 
PAYS TO BE SUCCESSFUL 

Dual Credit courses are offered by 
Colleges throughout Ontario. At 
George Brown College, approximately 
20 courses are offered each year. 
Students receive a high school credit 
toward their OSSD and a College 
credit for each Dual Credit course 
successfully completed.

Dual Credit courses that will be offered 
in Fall Semester 2015:

• 2D	Digital	Art	I

• Special	Event	Planning	and	Delivery

• Principles	of	Hospitality

& Tourism Management

• Health	Literacy

• Project	Management

• Introduction	to	Machining

• Welding	Arts

• Digital	Art	and	Design

• Introduction	to	Psychology

• Performing	Arts	and	Career	Studies

• Health	and	Safety	in	Construction

• Introduction	to	Sewing	and	Drafting

To find full course descriptions, go to: 
http://www.georgebrown.ca/cpo/dual-
credits.aspx and click on “Fall 2015 
Courses” in the right hand corner. 

DUAL CREDIT 
FALL 2015 
COURSES

Over 219 students participated in 9 
SWAC programs

Over 950 dual credit students enrolled 
in 25 George Brown College courses

Fall/Winter SWAC 
91% Retention • 80% Success

Summer SWAC  
87% Retention • 88% Success 

SCWI FAST FACTS: 2014 – 2015



On Wednesday April 1st, 2015 the 
School Within A College (SWAC) 
program at George Brown Col-
lege hosted the first ever TCDSB 
SWAC Alumni Mixer. The morn-
ing was organized in partnership 
with George Brown’s Community 
Partnerships Office and Santina 
Bruno-Damiani, SWAC teacher 
from Msgr. Fraser Isabella. Santina 
was instrumental in organizing this 
event for the students. The mixer 
provided a rare opportunity for 
current and past SWAC students 
to come and reconnect. You could 
feel the excitement in the room 
as each alumni arrived and was 
greeted by an old friend who was 
so happy to see them again. A 
student panel of past graduates 
shared their experiences in SWAC 
and how the program had pro-
found impact on their lives. Over 
and over the audience continued 
to hear how thankful the students 
were for the opportunity. Those in 
attendance were incredibly moved 
by the students’ words. Each story 
was a testament to the individual’s 
perseverance and inner strength. 
Many of the SWAC graduates 
have gone on to pursue educa-
tional opportunities at College as 
well as University. The relation-
ships and friendships developed 
will be long lasting and held close 
to each person.

Congratulations to all the past and 
present SWAC students who were 
there to celebrate and thank you 
for bringing new ideas and excite-
ment to planning for future SWAC 
opportunities. With each year 
the program continues to grow 
and more students are earning a 
diploma as a result.

MIXING IT UP 
AT	THE	TCDSB 
SWAC ALUMNI 
MIXER

On Tuesday February 24th, a group of 
25 grade 7 & 8 students from St. Maria 
Goretti Elementary School, along with 
teachers Melissa Lee and Jen Rivers, and 
25 students from Second Street Junior 
Middle School travelled to George Brown 
College (GBC) St. James Campus for a 
day of Good Eats and Great Cooking!

Thanks to funding from the School Col-
lege Work Initiative (SCWI), students had 
a fun-filled day of cooking activities. Stu-
dents learned life skills by exploring nutri-
tious food alternatives and understanding 
the importance of healthy eating habits.

What a great experiential learning op-
portunity for these students! These grade 
7 & 8 students prior to coming to George 
Brown College discussed how this day 
was going to help them answer the ques-
tions: Who am I? What are my opportuni-
ties? Who do I want to become? What is 
my plan for achieving my goals? 

The students spent their morning in a 
state of the art culinary facility where they 
cooked up a healthy lunch of spaghetti 
and meat sauce and fruit salad with 
instruction from Chef Tony Barone and 
Chef Ryan Burpee. 

After eating the lunch they had prepared, 
the students spent the afternoon with 
Toronto	Public	Health	dieticians,	Jas-
mine and Maxine and nurses, Julie and 
Brittney, participating in hands-on activi-
ties. Students explored such topics as 
healthy living, media literacy (as it relates 
to	food	labeling),	and	even	enjoyed	some	
physical activity.

At the end of the day, students received 
a certificate of participation that they can 
add to their Individualized Pathways Plan 
portfolio.

Well done TCDSB and TDSB students!

GOOD EATS AT GEORGE BROWN

Elementary school kids have fun 
learning to cook a healthy meal.

TCDSB SWAC Students and staff at the 
first SWAC Mixer.



In 2011, George Brown College created a Dual Credit Bursary Award for former Dual 
Credit students now enrolled in a full-time program at the College. Former Dual Credit 
students must have received a final grade of 80% or higher in their Dual Credit course in 
order to apply for a $1000 bursary. 

During 2014-2015, 13 students received a Dual Credit bursary. Nine of the students 
were from Toronto District School Board secondary schools, three were from Toronto 
Catholic District School Board secondary schools and one student was from Peel Dis-
trict School Board. 

The Dual Credit bursary recipients this year are:

GBC DUAL CREDIT BURSARY

The award will be offered again during 2015-2016 in September and January to 
up to 10 eligible students. For more information about the bursary, please visit our 
website at: www.georgebrown.ca/financialaid/06awards.aspx

Or you can contact one of the coordinators in the Community Partnerships Office at 
George Brown College.

In Partnership With

Shelagh Taber Walsh 
SCWI Program Coordinator 
Community Partnerships Office 
Tel. 416-415-5000, ext. 6175 
swalsh@georgebrown.ca

Grace Whang 
Coordinator	of	Educational	Projects 
Community Partnerships Office 
Tel. 416-415-5000, ext. 2678 
gwhang@georgebrown.ca

RECIPIENT NAME HIGH SCHOOL FULL–TIME PROGRAM
Meghan O’Connell East York Collegiate, TDSB Child and Youth Worker

Ryan Doucet
Bishop Allen Academy, 
TCDSB

Building Renovation 
Technologist 

Tom Wieclaw Monsignor Fraser, TCDSB Community Worker 

Tino Zandona
Danforth Collegiate and 
Technical Institute, TDSB

Community Services and 
Health	Science	

Shannon Stewart
Danforth Collegiate and 
Technical Institute, TDSB

Pre-Community

Jessica Maxwell Monsignor Fraser, TCDSB
American Sign Language and 
Deaf Studies 

Krishna	Herman Weston Collegiate, TDSB Pre-Health	Science	

Melissa Burt
Chinguacousy Secondary 
School, PDSB

American Sign Language and 
Deaf Studies 

Kevin Carreiro
Western Technical-
Commercial School, TDSB

Civil Engineering 
Technology 

Stephanie Doss
West End Alternative School, 
TDSB

Pre-Health	Science	

Steven Pena
Northview	Heights	Secondary	
School, TDSB

Bachelor of Technology 

Sanjit	Mann Weston Collegiate, TDSB
Mechanical Technician 
program

Kevin Manrrique
Scarlett	Heights	Academy,	
TDSB

Construction Engineering 
Technology

On Wednesday February 25th, 
forty SHSM sport students from 
TCDSB schools: Archbishop 
Romero, Chaminade, Marshall 
McLuhan and St. Basil’s travelled 
down to George Brown College’s 
Waterfront campus, to participate 
in the SCI-FI of Fitness. Jason 
Burnett, one of Canada’s Olym-
pic Trampoline medalists, began 
the day with a truly inspiring 
motivational keynote address. 
Students then participated in a 
captivating lecture, led by Profes-
sor Carolyn Deeth, which show-
cased highlights from the Fitness 
and Health Promotion program. 
The day ended with two active 
sessions, led by George Brown 
students in their new state of the 
art facility at the Health Sciences 
Waterfront campus. Thank you to 
Tobin Walsh and Suzanne Pribaz 
from Toronto Catholic District 
School Board, and Grace Whang 
and Carolyn Deeth from GBC, for 
developing and delivering this 
amazing reach-ahead opportunity 
for SHSM students. 

EXPLORING	THE	
SCIENCE OF 
FITNESS




