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IGNITE RESEARCH FUND
APPLICATION REVIEW & SCORING CRITERIA
OVERVIEW
All applications will be reviewed and scored by an internal peer review panel. Final funding decisions will be approved by the Associate Vice President (AVP), Research & Innovation and relevant Associate Deans or Managers. Funds are awarded based on the merit of the application relative to funding criteria, the number of applications received in a funding period, and the total annual Ignite Fund budget available. Applications for each stream are evaluated based on the following criteria.
APPLIED RESEARCH STREAM
	Criteria
	Description
	Weight 

	Potential impact of anticipated outcomes
	The application is clearly focused on a defined innovation or research problem and defines a measurable outcome. The application has demonstrated the value of anticipated results, highlighting the potential impact of outcomes. The application has metrics to evaluate the project impact at completion, six months post-completion, and beyond. A knowledge mobilization plan has been defined to demonstrate how project findings will be disseminated at Polytechnic level and to external communities.
	30%

	Expertise
	The application has demonstrated the expertise and experience to accomplish proposed objectives. Proposed project activities are related to the applicant’s area of expertise and improve their academic and/or professional reputation.
	15%

	Student Involvement
	The application has clearly demonstrated the nature of student involvement and ways in which student(s) will contribute to and benefit from the proposed research activities. The application has clearly described the responsibilities of the student(s) and the required skillset. The application has demonstrated the knowledge the student(s) will acquire through their participation.
	15%

	External Funding
	The application has demonstrated a willingness to apply for external funding (including additional partner cash contributions) and has identified at least one funding opportunity that the applicant plans to pursue following completion of the Ignite project. A feasible plan to pursue additional opportunities has been demonstrated. 
	15%

	Interdisciplinary Collaboration
	The application has leveraged the breadth of expertise internally and externally to GBP with the goal of building and sustaining strong, interdisciplinary, collaborative research program(s). The collaborators should provide complementary skills and/or resources that are essential to the project’s success, which should be clearly demonstrated in the application.
	10%

	Quality of partnership(s)
	Partners external to GBP must both contribute to and benefit from the proposed project, and contributions must meet the minimum criteria set out in the eligibility section. They must be actively engaged in the project and have a demonstrated need for the anticipated project outcomes. Include a description of the partner capability to implement and/or use the anticipated project results, leading to impact within their organization and near-term social and/or economic benefits. Elements of partner engagement and need should be specific and measurable.
	15%


EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT STREAM	
	Criteria
	Description
	Weight 

	Potential impact of anticipated outcomes
	The application clearly defines the problem and/or opportunity and describes the product, process, prototype, service, or solution to be developed or improved. The project includes measurable development objectives and a clear approach to testing, validating, or demonstrating the anticipated solution.
	30%

	Expertise
	The application has demonstrated the expertise and experience to successfully accomplish the proposed research objectives. It is expected that the proposed project is related to the applicant’s area of expertise and/or will improve their reputation within their academic and/or professional field.
	15%

	Student Involvement
	The application has clearly demonstrated the nature of student involvement and ways in which student(s) will contribute to and benefit from the proposed research activities. The application has clearly described the responsibilities of the student(s) and the required skillset. The application has demonstrated the knowledge the student(s) will acquire through their participation.
	15%

	External Funding
	The application has demonstrated a willingness to apply for external funding (including additional partner cash contributions) and has identified at least one funding opportunity that the applicant plans to pursue following completion of the Ignite project. A feasible plan to pursue additional opportunities has been demonstrated.
	10%

	Interdisciplinary Collaboration
	The application has leveraged the breadth of expertise internally and externally to GBP with the goal of building and sustaining strong, interdisciplinary, collaborative research program(s). The collaborators should provide complementary skills and/or resources that are essential to the project’s success, which should be clearly demonstrated in the application.
	15%

	Quality of partnership(s)
	Partners external to GBP must both contribute to and benefit from the proposed project, and their contributions must meet the minimum criteria set out in the eligibility section. They must be actively engaged in the project and have a demonstrated need for the anticipated project outcomes. Include a description of the partner capability to implement and/or use the anticipated project results, leading to impact within their organization and near-term social and/or economic benefits. Elements of partner engagement and need should be specific and measurable.
	15%





SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND LEARNING (SoTL) STREAM
	Criteria
	Description
	Weight 

	Potential impact of anticipated outcomes
	Proposals should address a clearly defined teaching and learning question, challenge, or opportunity and identify measurable anticipated outcomes. Applications must demonstrate how the project has the potential to improve teaching practice and/or enhance student learning, success, engagement, or retention. Applicants should identify appropriate measures to assess project impact at completion, six months post-completion, and, where feasible, over the longer term. A clear knowledge mobilization plan should also describe how project findings will be shared within the Polytechnic and with relevant external communities.
	30%

	Expertise
	The application has demonstrated the expertise and experience to successfully accomplish the proposed research objectives. It is expected that the proposed project is related to the applicant’s area of expertise and/or will improve their reputation within their academic and/or professional field.
	25%

	Student Involvement
	The application has clearly demonstrated the nature of student involvement and ways in which student(s) will contribute to and benefit from the proposed research activities. The application has clearly described the responsibilities of the student(s) and the required skillset. The application has demonstrated the knowledge the student(s) will acquire through their participation.
	30%

	Interdisciplinary Collaboration
	Where possible, proposals should leverage the breadth of expertise between different GBP academic areas and departments to contribute towards building and sustaining strong, interdisciplinary, collaborative research program(s). Collaborators should have complementary skillsets and/or resources essential to the project. This must be clearly demonstrated.
	15%
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