A Practical AI Tool Evaluation Guide for Educators
Use this checklist to reflect on whether and how an AI tool fits your teaching, learning, or support context. You do not need to answer every question. Not all questions apply in all situations.
1. Purpose and Learning Value
☐ What problem am I trying to solve with this tool?
☐ Does it support learning goals, or mainly increase efficiency?
☐ Could this goal be achieved without AI or with a simpler approach?
☐ Does the tool support thinking, reflection, or engagement rather than replace it?
2. Access, Inclusion, and Cost
☐ Is the tool accessible to all learners, including those using assistive technologies?
☐ Does it require account creation, payment, or specific devices?
☐ Are there institutional or geographic barriers to access?
☐ Does the tool support inclusive learning practices?
3. Privacy, Data, and Transparency
☐ What data does the tool collect, store, or reuse?
☐ Are learners required to share personal or identifiable information?
☐ Is it clear how the tool generates outputs or recommendations?
☐ Can I explain to learners when and how AI is being used?
4. Teaching Presence and Learner Agency
☐ Does this tool support my teaching role rather than replace it?
☐ Can learners choose how or whether to use the tool?
☐ Does the tool encourage revision, reflection, or dialogue?
☐ How does it affect feedback, assessment, or interaction?
5. Environmental and Sustainability Considerations
☐ Does the tool acknowledge energy use or environmental impact?
☐ Can its use be limited, purposeful, or scaled appropriately?
☐ Does using this tool align with institutional or personal sustainability values?
☐ Is AI use necessary here, or could a lower-impact option work?
