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Monday April 11, 2011                                                    
Dear Student, Class of 2014
Welcome to Year 2 of the Collaborative Nursing Degree Program.  During this information session today you will learn more about what to expect in Year 2 of our program.  In addition to this Orientation Session, you will be receiving information in the next few months on the George Brown, Center for Nursing,  web site:  http://www.georgebrown.ca/nursing/current_S118.aspx about Course Outlines and NSE 22A/B:  Nursing Practice II Modules for 2011-2012.  Course outlines describe in detail the course objectives, related assignments, grading methods for each course, and required and recommended textbooks.

For NSE 22A/B:  Nursing Practice II, we want you to be familiar with the following information to make your transition into year 2 nursing practice smooth:

1. Your application for year 2 practice should be completed:  Nursing Practice Application Form for NSE 22A/B for 2011-2012 found at http://www.ryerson.ca/cpo/students/
2. NSE 22A/B is 14 hours per week:  2-7 hour days per week, either Tuesday & Wednesday or Thursday & Friday.  Clinical practice days will be spent at a hospital.  Occasionally clinical practice days will be spent in the SPC at St James campus.  Most hospitals begin their days at 0700 or 0730 hours, not 0800 or 0900 hours as timetables may indicate.  The clinical days will be from 0700 or 0730 hours to 1400 or 1430 hours.  Students are expected to arrive on time and be prepared for clinical practice.  Some clinical groups will have their clinical practice in the afternoons, that is, from 1400 or 1500 hours to 2100 or 2200 hours.  
3. Clinical Group Placement:  You will be in small clinical groups with a teacher.  The Central Placement Office at Ryerson provides us with information about your clinical requests.  With this information we assign you to a clinical group.  In order to accommodate your clinical location request, we will designate the class section to which you need to register by means of a letter in late June or early July.  
Please ensure that your current address and telephone number is correct on Stu-View so we can contact you with further details before classes begin in September 2011.  Although every effort is made to accommodate your clinical location requests that are convenient for your travel, we may not be able to assign you to a placement in your preferred location.
4. Location of Clinical Placements:  In the fall term clinical placements tend to be at long term care settings, such as, West Park Healthcare Centre, Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care, Rehabilitation Institute of Toronto.  In the winter, every attempt is made to obtain placements in acute care medical-surgical settings, such as, Mount Sinai Hospital, Sunnybrook & Women’s College Health Sciences Centre.
5. As you will see, Learning Modules for NSE 22A/B are extensive and any advance reading and viewing of recommended audio-visual resources will help you manage your workload in the fall and winter terms.  NSE 22A/B -Learning Modules will be available on the George Brown College, Centre for Nursing, web site after the first week in July.  You will need your login - nursing2 - and password - gbcbscn2 - to access modules and course outlines.  The modules outline theory and skills needed to provide safe, competent nursing care to clients.  Examples include protection and safety, medication administration and wound management.  The modules to be completed between September and April are quite extensive.  The order of module completion is determine by the client needs and the clinical placement.  
If you did not activate or purchase Nursing Skills On Line (came with your text book package in first year), please do so.  Use of this learning source is of great help!!
Most of the required readings are from Potter & Perry (2009), Lilley (2010) and Lewis (2010), CNO Standards of Practice and the RNAO Best Practice Guidelines.  Scholarly articles are included as recommended readings with some of the modules.  We strongly recommend that you do the readings and make notes for the modules over the summer.
6. Review of your Health Assessment and Year 1 Nursing Practice courses will help your transition to Year 2 Nursing Practice in September.  It is your responsibility to be competent with Year 1 knowledge and skills before working with clients in Year 2.  For example, you will be expected to be competent with vital signs, chest assessment, locating and assessing pulses, Roy assessments and assisting a client with hygiene, reviewing infection control and prevention principles.
7.  Prerequisites for Practice - Remember that you need a: 


1) Yearly TB test – single step


2) Current Immunization record (Rubella, Mumps, Rubeola, Hepatitis B)
3) Current Cardiopulmonary (CPR) certificate –HCP is required – ANNUAL 
CERTIFICATION
4) Police Check - Police checks may take up to 16 weeks to complete depending on your location, and hopefully you have started this process already.  DO NOT DELAY

5) Flu immunization – submitted in the December 2011
http://www.georgebrown.ca/preplacement/index.aspx
You must have these completed prior to your clearance appointment with 
The ParaMed health unit.  Late fees will result if you do not have your health check completed by June 30, 2011.  

Please note: students with an incomplete clearance will not be permitted into clinical practice – NO Exceptions.     
8. During the first week of classes in September, there will be orientation to NSE 22A/B:  Nursing Practice II.  Tentatively the dates are (this will be confirmed in the letter you receive in July): 

Tuesday/Wednesday students: September 6th  – review of assessment, vital signs etc

                                                   September 7th - orientation day

Thursday/Friday students:
    September 8th  – review of assessment, vital signs etc

                                                   September 9th – orientation day  
Please check the Centre for Nursing web site for date, time and location.  Generally, you will meet your clinical teacher at the orientation session.  Attendance at orientation is mandatory.  This is true for your other courses as well.  Attendance will be taken.   
9. You should plan to attend a library workshop, early in September, to refresh/learn about finding scholarly literature on the library’s electronic databases if you are not already comfortable doing so.  This is extremely important as you will have extensive scholarly writings in practice and in your classes.    
10. OSAP/financial assistance:  Second year students apply to George Brown for OSAP.  Check on line at http://osap.gov.on.ca 
11. Check the George Brown, Center for Nursing web site:  http://www.georgebrown.ca/nursing/current_S118.aspx regularly for updates.
12. All classes begin the week of September 5th, 2011.  Thursday/Friday students (sections C/D) will have classes on September 6 & 7 and practice orientation sessions on September 8 & 9.  Tuesday/Wednesday students (sections A/B) will have practice orientation sessions on September 6 & 7 and classes on September 8 & 9.

We look forward to working with you in the forthcoming year.  Have a great summer!!
Connie Barbour RN MHScN

Professor and Year 2 Lead
Collaborative BScN Program – George Brown College Site
416-415-5000-3997
cbarbour@georgebrown.ca
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